
 

How We Do It 
 
 
Play Language is one of the most – if not the most – powerful positive, promising innovations in 
education today. We have taken the dynamic playful art of puppetry and have streamlined it into a 
paper play-based media form, a toolset of handheld symbols and ideas. 
 
Play Language is an open-ended, emergent meta language facilitating speech, articulation, and 
conversation. Created by Play Tectonics founder Jeff Peyton and patented and trademarked under 
the name Puppetools®, Play Language is energy generated by hand, transmitted by the hand, and 
made to work its magic by hand. Play Language is different from the puppetry we know as a form of 
entertainment that is broadcast in film, on television, or presented on stage. Visual, emotive, alive and 
kicking, Play Language carries teaching and learning deep into the realm of ideas, imagination, and 
experience. 
 
Play is too often seen as taking place apart from the learning experience, with schools focusing on 
recess from the classroom.  Play Language allows you to go into the inner recesses of the mind 
where the imagination flows, generating emotional connections to ideas, and allowing children to be 
the source and motivation for their own behavioral change.  
 
Play Language has been shown to reduce negative behavior issues such as  noise, rudeness, 
impulsiveness, fear, shyness, isolation, distraction, and absence, while also improving attentiveness 
in conversation, assignment completion rates, information retention, group participation, presentation 
skills, and overall enthusiasm. 
 
Powerful, economical, easy, and universal, Play Language is transmitted on an intimate Play 
Communication Wavelength that makes its way into the three most impenetrable dimensions of the 
learning culture: communication, behavior, and knowledge itself.  
 
Think of interviews or conversations with cells and subatomic particles, or with planets or bees. Think 
of Einstein at age 16 imagining himself riding on light beams. If you want imagination out of young 
people, they first have to speak the language of play. Forty years of research and development bear 
witness to this extraordinary innovation in learning and teaching, featured in Edutopia magazine and 
recognized in the annals of brain science. If you seek inspired, stress-free teaching and learning and 
minds primed for intellectual pursuit and problem-solving, Play Language is proven to transform the 
learning culture. 
 
Visit PlayTectonics.org/puppetsools to sign up for our Puppetools Basics class. 
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